July 3, 2006

Doug Coward, Chairman

St. Lucie Board of County Commissioners
2300 Virginia Avenue |

Fort Pierce, FL 34982

RE: Rural Lands Stewardship Program

Dear Chairman Coward:

I am writing 1o express my support of the Adams Ranch Stewardship Program being
proposed in St. Lucie County.

As a long time resident of St. Lucie County, I believe the Stewardship Program will
provide long lasting benefits to St. Lucie County. Iam in support of maintaining the agricultural
character of St. Lucie County and keeping cattle farmers and citrus growets such as Bud Adams
in business for the next 100 years. The Stewardshjp program will help to preserve agriculture in
the county, let farmers keep farming, help the agricultural economy, protect land and open space,

and keep the preserved Jand on the tax rolls in St. Lucie County.

Thank you for helping 1o preserve rural lands and 'providing a way for the Adams family
to continue their cattle ranching operations and stewarding their land for future generations.

oo Commissioner Chris Craft
Commissioner Frannie Butchinson
{Commissioner Paula Lewis
Commissioner Joseph Smith
Doung Anderson, SLC Administrater
Bob Nix, SLC Growth Management Director
Alto “Bud” Adams, Jx.
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Doug Coward, Chuirman j
St. Lucie County Commission Mb
2300 Virginia Ave ) a
F. Pierce, FL 34982 e 7
'RE: Rural Lands Stewardship Frogram : ‘ﬁ% P
Dear Chaicman Coward: ' -

It is my pleasure to offet this letter of support for the Rural Lands Stewardship Program being
proposed for Adams Ranch sud Clond Grove in St. Lucie County. 1 commend their past and-

. present efforts in working to proserve 12,000 acres of ranch land in St. Lucie County, and their
desire to preserve Florida’s working ranches and wildlife. ‘ ' '

. Programs such as these that agriculture producers enter into Volugtarily have always had my
support, aod it is my hopes that the 5t. Lucie County Commission take the necessary steps to
establish and help to maintain the stewardship program for the future of not only St. Lucig’
County, but the entire State of Florida.

Agzin, Iwant to'qiptésé my support of the Rural Lands Stewardship pmgmni oﬁ:'cred by Adams
Ranch and Clond Grove, and wonld like to thank you in advance for your suppert as well,

Senator, District 17
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Mr. Doug Coward, Ghairman : 5 &

st Lucie County Commission
2300 Virginia Avenue

Fort Pierce, FL. 34982 ’ . 6 )/. W

Dear Chairmén Goﬂvai‘d;

July 12, 2006

F

| am plaased to write this letter in support of Bud Adams and the Adams
Ranch. Bud’s commitment to the environmentis a longstanding and
strong conviction that he has instilled in the lives of his children and
grandehildren. The Rural L ands Stewardship Program currently being
proposed by Adam’s Ranch is just one more exampie of environmental
stewardship that Adams Ranch has chosen fo pioneer. :

Please pass along my full support of this pragram to the entire Board of
County Commissioners. .

Sincerely,

FloanPrieny—

Edwin R. Massey, Ph.D}. :
President

3008 VIRGINIA AVENUE  FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 34881-5586
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July 10, 2006

Doug Coward, Chairman e

8t Lucie Bowd of County Commissionsrs
2300 Virginis Avenue '

Fort Piares, FL 34982

£B: Rural Lends Stewardship Program

Dear Chaitman Coward:

We sre writing (o express oup support of the Adams Ranch Stewardship Program bsing proposed in St,
Lucie County. In tight of'the rapid growth our aves is sxperiencing, this stewdardship progrant can provide
protection of our rural lends and fmportant green space whils contributing to the Tocal tux base.
Heathcote Botanical Gardens supports any endeavor that warks foward the conservation of green space
and protection of rural areas that are being menagsd in an environmentally mmm'a way,

Thenk you for helping to preserve our mral fands und providing & way for the Adame family to continue
thelr cattls ranching opwati;qrts end the stewardship of theis land for future generetons,

TN

Sincarely,

Ailis Comer Crig Adems -
Diractor President, Board of Trusteos

Ce:  Commissioner Chris Craft .

Commissioner Frapnia Hutchinson
Commiseinnee Pouls Tewis

Commissioner Joseph Smith

Doug Anderson, 81.C Adminisirator

Bob Nix, SLC Growth Mensgsment Direstor
Al “Bug” Adams, Jr,
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At Doug Coward, chairman-

¢e: St. Lucie County Commissioness &&/"-’ ?7/] a
Drear My, Coward, e W{Mﬁ

As an eighth- gancmﬁon Flotidian from a t'mchmg family, T appreciate the value of cur
state’s rurel heritage. The pace and pootly planned nature of current developrment is eroding
the original character of Florida, as well as the ecological fabsic that sustains ns. For this
reason I commend St. Lucie County for considering the emfmonmenml and culturalvalue of
tural Jands as you make yous demzicpmant r)lzmu

I believe the Ruml Land Qtawardsb;p program; as pmposcd by the: Adﬂms R:mch, 15 an
exemplary solution for balancing heritage and environment with planned growth. This
approach allows us to get out ahesd of the curve of development and purposefully select the
most environmentally valuable lands for conaarmﬁon ag the. same time as we define
approptiate sites for new commumues o

As'an emrizomnental Dhom}ourna]ist 1 have worked throughout the world to bris g profile

to issues that deserve the attention of the public and our leaders. Florida’s rural S}mds

ranches in partcular, are possibly the most misunderstood, mdenapprecmteq landscape in

the state. They ate also the most pivotal, where a single landowsner can decide the fate of

rens of thousands of acres. These obsetvations led me to discontinue my job with the '
'bﬁutl'lsonmn n W&hmgmn DC and return home to get mvolved

In ’?004 I founded The Lt.gacv Instiate for I\a‘ﬁm: & Culmre (LII\JC), 3 mou»pmﬁt working
0 Promote congre ation and sustainabiliry through communicasions and educational

i programs. You can read more at wuwne LINC.us: On the home page you will find a link to
Preserving Florida’s Ranchlandy. This audio program, produced by the Florida Humanities
Council for NPR, ¢aptures what I believe to be the best course of action for the future of
Florida — to keep our ranches as ranches. Please consxdr_r these ideay s ‘mu chart the course
for your county.

Best regards,

w4

Carlron Ward Jr.

Lecacy InstiTorE ror Nature & CurnrToxs
0 Box 1802 Taempa, Florida 33601 refffax 813,251,025 www LINC.usg
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July 12, 2006 — J

Doug Goward, Chairman

8t Lucie Board of County Commissloners
2300 Virginia Avenue

Fort Pigrce, FL 34982

RE: Rural Lands Stewardship Program -
Dear Ghaiman Goward:

On behalf of Syfrett Feed Company, Inc. | am wriﬁng {0 express our suppori of the Adams
Ranch Stewardship Program being proposed in St Lugie County. : ;

Qur family owned business is Syfrett Feed Company, Inc. which is located in Okeechobee

" County. We have been in existence since 1936. W sell bulk custom catfle feed to many

" other small businesses, including dairies and ranches in the swrounding south Florida
area. It has been and is currently our main source of income. We have been striving to
keep It a small family owned business by expanding into exporting feeds and meefing the
smaller besf cattle producers’ needs. By doing this we have continued to keep up our
production, What is hurting eur production are the dairies and beef cattle ranches that are
selling their land to developers for housing sorsmunities. P :

N

e

{ think that the Rural Lands Stewardship program is a great idea. twill pramote .
agrioufture for $t. Lucie County and impact the surrounding area. The cattle industry Is
shririking in Flotida, and'we as a small agricultural business need it to stay at the current

. tevel. | understand that growing agricutture in Florida may be a lost cause, but keeping the
rursl character and preserving the past is a good asset. _The current farmers and land

owners need help to kesp the agricuttutal ecdnamy strong. "By doing this we will be

helping to protect the land and open space-while keaping it on the tax rolls and preventing
" more environmental issues from eceurring. S R e
Thank you far helping to preserve sural lands and providing a way for the Adams family to

contintie their cattie ranching operations and siewarding their land for future generations.

Syfrelt Feed Campany, Inc.

Ce:  Commissioner Chris Craft
Commissioner Frannie Hutchinson
Commissioner Paula Lewis
Commissioner Joseph Smith






